SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 15th August 2005 in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT






  Cllr  P A Blaine (Chairman) 





  “   N Aldis





  “   R Frood





  “   D Gale





  “   J Gurney





  “   D Jaeger





  “   M McMurdo






  “   C Osborne






  “   M Pettitt





  “   D Sharman

 



  “   Mrs S Sutton
  “   G White

Together with Mr Mike Hughes, Resident Engineer for Jacobs Babtie and One Member of the Press.

1.  Apologies: For absence were received from Cllrs Baker and Scott and from Cllr Osborne for late attendance.
2.  Statutory declarations of interest from members   
(F24/05)

(a) Prejudicial Interests


	Cllr Gurney
	Agenda item 14
	Request from Sandy Cricket Club
	Member is a Life Member & Voluntary Groundsman of Sandy Cricket Club

	Cllr Osborne
	Agenda item 11
	Charge for marking pitches at Bedford Road Recreation Ground, Season 2005/2006
	Member is Chairman of Sandy Football Club

	Cllr Pettitt
	Agenda item 14
	Request from Sandy Cricket Club
	Member is Vice-President of Sandy Cricket Club


(b) Personal interests

	Cllr Blaine
	Agenda item 4
	Planning application 05/01165DC3
	Member is a Governor of Sandy Upper School

	Cllr Blaine
	Agenda item 4
	Planning application 05/01165DC3
	Member is a District Councillor

	Cllr Frood
	Agenda item 4
	Planning Application 05/01282/FULL
	Member is a personal friend of the applicant

	Cllr Gale
	Agenda item 14
	Request from Sandy Cricket Club
	Member is a Life Member of the Cricket Club

	Cllr Gurney


	Agenda item 4
	Planning application 05/01165DC3
	Member is a Governor of Sandy Upper School

	Cllr McMurdo
	Agenda item 4
	Planning application 05/01165DC3
	Member is a District Councillor

	Cllr Pettitt
	Agenda item 4
	Planning Application 05/01282/FULL
	Member is a personal friend of the applicant

	Cllr Mrs Sutton
	Agenda item 14
	Request from Sandy Cricket Club
	Member’s husband undertook the necessary repair


PART ‘A’ RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL


10. Changes to Standing Orders




(F25/05)

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: That after incorporating the change outlined in Part ‘B’ Minute No: (F25/05) the Standing Orders be approved and adopted for use by Sandy Town Council

11. Charge for Marking pitches at Bedford Road Recreation Ground, Season 2005/2006 (F26/05)

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: That the charge for marking the football pitch at Bedford Road Recreation Ground should be set at £12.00 plus vat per marking out, for 2005/2006.

14. Request from Sandy Cricket Club


(F27/05)

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: (a) That a one off ex-gratia payment of 50% of the invoice for the door be met by Sandy Town Council.

(b) That the amount of £103.99 be found from the budget set for the maintenance of Sunderland Road Playing Field

(c) That this decision should not be seen to set a precedent for future requests, which will be considered on their own merits.

PART ‘B’ RESOLVED MATTERS



3. Verbal Report by Mr Mike Hughes, Resident Engineer, Jacobs Babtie, on the Enhancement Works in Sandy Market Square






(F28/05)

The Chairman thanked Mr Hughes for attending the meeting to update Members on the progress of the works.

Mr Hughes gave an overview of the work to date:

The main footway areas had been completed to the stage where they were awaiting their final coating of golden gravel.

Twenty three parking spaces (including three disabled) were now functional, albeit with temporary markings.  There were also temporary signs indicating the flow of one-way traffic and the no entry to Pleasant Place.
The schedule was one and a half weeks behind target but Mr Hughes thought that the standard of workmanship was good. This means that the date for completion is now 5th October 2005 with the opening ceremony scheduled for 15th October 2005.
3. Verbal Report by Mr Mike Hughes, Resident Engineer, Jacobs Babtie, on the Enhancement Works in Sandy Market Square

(F28/05) (CONT)

Mr Hughes then outlined some of the works still to be completed:

Outside Lloyds Pharmacy will be kerbed and six parking spaces made.  This work will probably be done before any work is undertaken on the other side of Cambridge Road.

The junction of Cambridge Road and High Street will be fully excavated and replaced.  At this point Cambridge Road will be closed with access via St Swithun’s Way but it is hoped that access to the Market Square parking will not be compromised.
Mr Hughes answered Members questions before withdrawing from the meeting.

4. Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council 
(F29/05)

Prior to consideration of the Application the Mayor summarised a letter of objection that he had received from a near neighbour in respect of planning application 05/01223/FULL.

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

5. Minutes








(F30/05)

The Minutes of the Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on

Monday 27th June 2005  and as approved, amended and adopted by Council Meeting on

Monday 1st August 2005, which had been previously circulated, were signed.


6. Position of outstanding authorised/contracted works (F31/05)
2005/2006
(1) Capital Expenditure


(a) Additional double yellow lining, no parking lettering and no parking hatching, Car Park

Work deferred until the Town Centre Enhancement Project is complete. 
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

(b) Proposed alterations to Council Offices
Work completed 22nd July 2005.
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that the item may now be deleted.

(e) Galvanised gate to Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Work now complete. 
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that the item may now be deleted.


6. Position of outstanding authorised/contracted works (F31/05) (CONT)
(2) Revenue Expenditure (Special Items)

Verti-draining – hire of machinery, Sunderland Road

To be ordered in the Autumn.
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

7. 200th Anniversary of Battle of Trafalgar – Tree Planting
(F32/05)
Cllr Aldis reported that the number of British ships at the battle was 33 and that 33 oak trees would be planted.  Six would be offered to each of the schools in Sandy, leaving 27 to be sited elsewhere. Sandy Historical Society had suggested that some of the lesser trees at the Sunderland Road fields might be replaced by oaks.  In addition he was still pursuing the suitability of a site between St Ivel Park and Fallowfield with the Highways Agency.

Trees could be sponsored for £30.00 each, perhaps in memory of a loved one. 

In response to questions Cllr Aldis said that he was seeking the advice of the Arboricultural Officer as to the best time for planting but he was hopeful that this could be done in October to coincide with the anniversary. 

RESOLVED: That the report be received and the situation be noted.

8. Report on C.C.T.V. cameras 



(F33/05)
SEE PART II – CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES MINUTE NO (F33/05)

9. Problem of Nuisance Youths (F34/05)

The report of the meeting held on Thursday 21st July 2005, which had been previously circulated was received and considered. 

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted. 

10. Changes to Standing Orders


(F25/05)

The draft Standing Orders, which had been previously circulated, were received and considered.

RESOLVED: That in paragraph 49 the words Sandy Village Hall be changed to Sandy Upper School.
(SEE ALSO PART ‘A’ MINUTES – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL, MINUTE No (F25/05))

11. Charge for Marking pitches at Bedford Road Recreation Ground, Season 2005/2006 (F26/05)

Cllr Osborne withdrew from the Chamber.

The Deputy Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
11. Charge for Marking pitches at Bedford Road Recreation Ground, Season 2005/2006 (F26/05) (CONT)

(SEE ALSO PART ‘A’ MINUTES – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL, MINUTE No (F26/05))
12. Community Involvement in Planning Process – Consultation Document
(F35/05)

The final submission statement to the Secretary of State, proposed by M.B.D.C., which was previously circulated, was received and considered.

RESOLVED: That Sandy Town Council make no comment on the statement.

13. Revised Library opening hours – Sandy Library  (F36/05)

A letter from the Assistant Director Learning (Libraries) was received and considered. It became apparent that both the current and proposed opening hours given in the letter did not match those advertised in the library itself.

RESOLVED: That the Deputy Clerk be requested to write to ascertain the correct details so that the item may be considered at Planning Parks and Open Spaces Committee on 5th September 2005.

14. Request from Sandy Cricket Club


(F27/05)

Cllrs Gurney and Pettitt withdrew from the Chamber, Cllr Gale did not speak or vote.

The letter from the Cricket Club was received and considered.

(SEE ALSO PART ‘A’ MINUTES – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL, MINUTE No (F27/05))

15. PRESS RELEASE

(F40/05)

RESOLVED: That a Press Release be issued regarding the Town Council’s plans to plant 33 oak trees to commemorate the Battle of Trafalgar and that sponsorship of the trees at a cost of £30 per tree is available.

RESOLVED: THAT UNDER THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 AND BY VIRTUE OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS THAT MAY BE TRANSACTED, THE PRESS AND PUBLIC BE REQUESTED TO RETIRE.

ALSO: THAT IN VIEW OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS WHICH MAY BE TRANSACTED UNDER THIS ITEM (SECTIONS 14) OF THE EXEMPT INFORMATION, LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985, “ANY ACTION TAKEN OR TO BE TAKEN IN CONNECTION WITH THE PREVENTION, INVESTIGATION OR PROSECUTION OF A CRIME” 

THE FOLLOWING MINUTE WILL REMAIN A CONFIDENTIAL MINUTE UNDER THE TERMS OF THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 SECTION 44(1B) “INFORMATION IS EXEMPT INFORMATION IF ITS DISCLOSURE (OTHERWISE THAN UNDER THIS ACT) BY THE PUBLIC AUTHORITY HOLDING IT IS INCOMPATIBLE WITH ANY COMMUNITY OBLIGATION.”

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	28.7.05

74/05


	05/01223/FULL

Mr R Ellis

56b St Neots Road

Sandy

SG19 1LG
	Full application for the erection of a single storey front extension at 56b St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds.
Near neighbours 56a and 58 St Neots Road, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  OBJECT

a)  Loss of amenity (light) to neighbours.

b)  The erection of a front extension to the house would be detrimental to the street scene.
	F & G P

15.8.05

16.8.05
	

	8.8.05

75/05


	05/01165/DC3

MBDC

The Limes

Dunstable Street

AMPTHILL

Bedford

MK45 2JH
	District Council Regulation 3 application for the erection of 6 no floodlight columns , 10 metres high to new tennis courts at Sandy Upper School, Engayne Avenue, Sandy, Beds.
	RESOLVED:  No Objections
	F & G P

15.8.05

16.8.05
	

	8.8.05

76/05


	05/01292/FULL

Mr D P Milnthorpe

6 Rivermead Gardens

Sandy

SG19 1NJ
	Full application for the erection of a conservatory to the rear of 6 Rivermead Gardens, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 4 Rivermead Gardens and 6 Mill Lane, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No Objections
	F & G P

15.8.05

16.8.05
	

	8.8.05

77/05


	05/01282/FULL

Mr & Mrs Johnson

5 Mill Lane

Sandy

SG19 1NH
	Full application for the erection of a conservatory to the rear of 5 Mill Lane, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 7 Mill Lane, 13,15,17,19,21 Swan Lane, 19 & 20 Birch Grove, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No Objections
	F & G P

15.8.05

16.8.05
	


7
6

